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A Letter from the Editor
It is freezing cold and I wish I was back in New

Zealand.........when we left it was the beginning of  Summer!
 John and I did have the most wonderful time - staying with
my miniaturist friends in both North and South Islands and enjoying
a whole world of miniatures as well as sightseeing. We had wonder-
ful weather and never felt a troublesome earth tremor throughout
our stay.
 Then of course there was the wonderful three day Conven-
tion with workshops, a fantastic display of work and dolls house fair
and all the fellow enthusiasts you could hope to meet - Miniaturists
heaven!

In Whakatane I was received with such generosity and hospitality. It
was wonderful catching up with old friends and making new ones. I
had great fun teaching a polymer clay workshop for them - the
traditional NZ Christmas dinner - roast lamb and all the trimmings,
followed by their national pud - kiwi fruit pavlova. I had the great
distinction of being made an honorary member of our sister club.

John and I were also invited to several members homes, this was a
great treat and we saw some amazing work as well as being given
many little gifts and I will bring these along to club for you to see.

The exhibits Thelma Gould and I had worked on for the themed
“Movie Moments in Miniature” were very well received and the
added sound made quite an impact. The A5 box files were much
admired as they are apparently not available in New Zealand.
As is usual, each member attending received a wonderful “goody
bag” of miniatures and miniature related items made by members
from the associated Miniaturist Clubs of New Zealand - all based
on the Convention theme. The table gift at the Convention Dinner
was a perfect Director’s chair - complete with our names on the
back. I also received an “Oscar” for having traveled the furthest to
attend the Convention and hidden inside was a film star’s
director’s chair - smaller but a perfect accessory to my other chair.

We were again treated to that famous generous hospitality when we traveled to Nelson - our other sister club in the South
Island. We stayed with my friend Jean - who emigrated to New Zealand from Lichfield in 1952  and who wrote to me
wishing us luck when I started our club 12 years ago and who is really responsible for the wonderful adventures John
and I have had since then. We also stayed with Jeanette Dungan, Editor of the NZAME magazine and who visited us
last year. Again we were treated to invitations to Nelson Club members homes and I never cease to be amazed at the
talent and skill of our ingenuous Kiwi friends who have to make so much more than us as they just do not have access
to the shops and Fairs as we do. They really have the best equipped workrooms/ workshops ever.
Now if I can only persuade John to come out of retirement and go back to work perhaps we will be able to afford to
attend the next Convention in 2012 in Dunedin! How about I organise a Club trip? Any takers? Start saving now!



October Meeting
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September/ Birthday Meeting - December /Christmas Dinner

It was proposed and agreed that instead of a Birthday Party in September that there would be a normal meeting, with a
birthday cake and tea or coffee and that in December on the 3rd Wednesday we hold a Christmas party instead of going
out for a meal.

(Treasurer Sarah Brander has managed book the Hall on Wednesday 15th December and every one is asked to bring
along a plate of food, a list being made up for members to decide on what they would like to bring and  so avoiding a
surfeit of mince pies. More to follow)

I felt that whilst I was away in New Zealand during October that it would be a perfect opportunity for the club
membership to restructure the way our Club would be run in the future. I would like to say how pleased I am with the
efforts and decisions you all made. I would like to Congratulate our new Committee and THANK them for their
commitment to the Club. I understand that copies of the minutes of the October meeting were sent to you.

Practical Session
After the business of the evening everyone got into a Halloween mood as Kim woodcock had very kindly made kits
for making a Happy Halloween wreath. Thank you Kim.

Raffle

Lucky winners for October were Kim Woodcock and Lesley Troth.

A comment from your new chairman

 “ This was a very informative evening, and members made many important decisions in the running of the
club, and I hope I can rely on their support in the coming months. “

Beryl Sweet

Your New Club Officials are listed below and are always available to you and keen that you will continue
to support and promote the club.

Honorary President  - Gaynor Fryer  Tel: 01543 264997 Email: gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net

Executive Committee

Chairman - Beryl Sweet   Tel : 01543 252358  Email: berill@talktalk.net

Vice Chairman - Dave Howe )
     )  Tel: 01543 574611 Email: dhowe50@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary - June Howe   )

Treasurer    - Sarah Brander Tel: 0121 354 72981 Email: sarahbrander@msn.com

Programme Secretary - Lesley Troth  Tel: 01922 420792 Email: a_troth@sky.com

Committee members -  Maureen Bonsall Tel: 0121 355 3033 Email: bon93@btinternet.com

    - Lisa Hodge Tel: 0121783 2056 Email: hodge584@tiscali.co.uk

Other Posts
Raffle    - Lisa Hodge and Laurie Chapman.
Catering    -  Wendy Beekes
Birthday cards - Doreen Smith
Scrapbook -  Thelma Gould
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November Meeting

Secret Santa’s Sack
As there are no raffle prizes remaining we thought it would be a treat to have a secret Santa.. In order to
participate you need only bring one gift-wrapped present - Miniatures only please - we are a miniatures
club after all - and to around the value of £5. As the gift is a miniature it should be suitable for male or
female club members.
This evening will also be an ideal opportunity to exchange our Christmas cards.

The meeting was taken by our Chairman - Beryl Sweet. I was formally welcomed
back from New Zealand and invited to become the Club’s first honorary President
( with non- executive powers!). This I was exceedingly proud to accept and I
thank you all for your kind words. and I would be very proud to accept the

Apologies were received from Doreen Smith who had put in a brief appearance but was unable to stay for the meeting
and John Fryer. We are all missing you Doreen!

Whakatane and the missing twin
At this point I brought to the club’s attention a letter that had appeared  in Dolls House and Miniature Scene,
where the Whakatane members were seeking a sister club. I had been somewhat perplexed at this - as - as far
as I was concerned we were already twinned with them. I am not sure whether our Kiwi friends thought that
as we were twinned with another club in Canada we could not be twinned with them as well - but the more
the merrier I say. The members present also agreed that as far as they were concerned we had that bond with
Small Talk in Victoria and both Whakatane and Nelson Clubs in New Zealand. Long may our connections
continue.

I am also delighted to continue producing the monthly newsletter.

Correspondence
Beryl read out a delightful letter I had brought from the
Whakatane Miniatures Club and the really cute lavender per-
fumed miniatures they had made for all members were distrib-
uted. It was agreed that our Secretary would write and thank
them officially.
I gave a brief “talk” about my NZ trip with the promise of
much more to follow. All the while my digital photo frame
scrolled the photographs of the exhibits we had taken at the
Convention.
Pictured right - some of the Whakatane Mini Makers that
attended the Convention as the Lavender Ladies - representing
the film of the same name. As an honorary member of the Club
I wore a lavender scarf.

Christmas Evening December 15th

As previously mentioned - Sarah has managed to book the hall for a Christmas Party Evening,
however as we have to set up the hall ourselves -  we will be needing some willing volunteers to help
with the tables and chairs.

As you are bringing your own drinks and a glass and we are not sure of the availability of the plastic
cutlery you may wish to bring a knife, fork and spoon as well.

Display of Work
Displays of work of members will continue to be eagerly seen at our monthly meetings - so please continue to bring
along anything you wish to share with your fellow members.

Club Calendars
Our 2010 project calendars  will be available this evening. Each member - or husband and wife duo will receive a
calendar for the subsidised price of £3.00. The remaining amount due to be paid by the club as a Christmas present.

Members that have ordered calendars for their own use will pay the full £5.00 A percentage of this will be donated to a
charity of the club’s choice.

It was also agreed that our Calendar would make a good token Christmas present for our sister clubs as a raffle prize.



Correspondence
A letter from the Stafford Dolls House Club thanking us for our participation in their October Mini -
Making Meeting was received and read out. It seems that it was once again a very successful event and
certainly our members that attended had a wonderful time. Our Congratulations to the Stafford ladies for
all their efforts for an an event well received.

Forth Coming Events
A Dolls House Fair organised by MM Fairs will be held at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall on
Sunday 5th December. Open 11am - 4pm

November Raffle

November Practical Session

Kim Woodcock did it again - producing yet another Seasonal kit for members to make up - is
there no end to this girl’s talents?
Lesley Troth - our new programme co-ordinator will be on the look out for more volunteers for
the coming year  if you have anything to offer please let her know.
Pictured Left - a trio of assorted sized Christmas trees by Kim

The final three raffle prizes were drawn tonight and the lucky winners were Beryl Sweet, Sarah
Brander and Maureen Bonsall winning prizes generously donated by Maureen Bonsall, Gaynor
Fryer and Kim Woodcock.
Our continued gratitude for your loyal support in allowing us to raise club funds with everyone’s
generous donations.

We will be relying on your generosity again in the New Year and you will receive a reminder about the donation of
suitable raffle prizes after Christmas. In the meantime - if you are making a secret Santa gift or shopping at the Dolls
House Fair in Sutton Coldfield on December 5th you might like to think about your donation sooner rather than later.

“Annual General Meeting”
This meeting will continue to be held at the September meeting. Due to the current cost of the hire of the hall, the
payment for the tables and chairs being put out, extra bookings for August and December and  the hopeful bookings of
Guest Speakers - together with a fall in membership from the heady days when we had up to 40 paid up members it is
felt that subscriptions may have to increase from next September.
The current membership fees of  £10.00 single and £15.00 married couples  are as they were set when the club was
founded twelve years ago.

Please feel free to voice your own opinions to your committee.

Your Newsletter
This has been a longer than usual newsletter due to my trip away but I trust it now brings us
up to date.
Now that my Club duties have been considerably decreased I would like to put more effort
into producing a broader and more interesting newsletter - perhaps more of a magazine.
Please let me know if there is anything special you would like to see - a problem page, sales
and small adds, announcements, features etc.

4

Celebrations
I trust members Dave Howe and Bob Bonsall enjoyed very happy birthday
celebrations in November and we send them belated greetings and that Doreen
Sutherland and Thelma Gould will celebrate their December birthdays in great
style.

It only remains for me to  wish you all
A Very Happy Christmas

and a safe, peaceful, healthy and prosperous New Year.
      With Love
       Gaynor


