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Midlands Dolls House & Miniatures Fair Sunday 20th November 2011 at Chateaux Impney.

Applications for display space have been made and we await their decision.

THE 1/12 CLUB
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT DOLLS HOUSE & MINIATURISTS CLUB

Newsletter144

April
2011

March Meeting - Chaired by Beryl Sweet 16th March 2011

We were delighted to welcome back Marrilynne Snowden after a long absence with all the problems she has
had with her broken arm.

Apologies were received from Maureen and Bob Bonsall - away on holiday.

Also Dave and June Howe - June recovering well now following her surgery. Messages of thanks for get well
wishes, cards and flowers June had received were passed on to club members by Beryl who had been to visit
her.

Welcome to a new layout of your monthly newsletter. I shall probably play around with
differing formats for a while, indulging my ideas of grandeur and pretending to be a
newspaper magnate! Gaynor

Position of Secretary
Requests for a volunteer for this vacant position remain unfruitful. PLEASE think carefully
about whether you could support your Club by taking on this duty.

Constitution
Please make any comments or queries you may have regarding the proposed constitution to
your committee by 30th April .

And also Doreen Smith - anxiously awaiting further news of her daughter Sue and
son in law and granddaughter Joanne, in Tokyo, Japan. Poor Sue and husband were
supposed to be on a holiday of a lifetime visiting Joanne who teaches in Japan.

Sue and husband have now returned safely and Joanne has chosen to remain in Japan for the time being.

Grant Application - St Chad’s Hall

We were introduced to Ms Pauline Cox, a member of the St Chad’s Hall Committee. A grant application
has been made to the Council for money to fix the windows in the Hall. Applications were encouraged to
provide accompanying promotional displays and comments from members of the public on the Council web
site. To this end - photographs were taken and Ms Cox arranged for details of links to the council web site be
forwarded to us. You should have received this information from Sarah by now and are invited to post your
comments on the web site.
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Pictured left - Tutor for the evening, Beryl
Sweet and club members putting together a
miniature version of the Club 2011 calendar.

Many thanks to Paul Marshall for allowing us
to use his photographs for this miniature
project and also to Beryl Sweet for putting the
project and kit together.

That will be a date then........

March  Practical Session

March’s lucky winners were Lesley Troth and Liz Ford. Unfortunately I do not have details
of the donors to hand, apologies. Continued thanks to Lisa Hodge and Lawrie Chapman for
doing the honours.

Raffle

Templewood Miniatures Workshop - October

This workshop making this charming little scene
BUT with a prickly little hedgehog friend instead
of a flower fairy will teach you new techniques
working with cold porcelain.

There is still time to book your place, deposits will
be requested soon.

April Meeting - Wednesday 20th April 2011

At our April meeting we are delighted to be welcom-
ing the talented and well known, local, character doll
maker Nicky Bott.

Nicky will give a short talk and demonstration.
She will also bring a selection of her dolls that are
available for sale.
She has suggested that if anyone has a photo of
someone with a particular expression she will try and
replicate it.
She does not however do look a likes.

As there is a demonstration for this meeting, the Chairman requests a prompt start at 7.45pm and the coffee
break about 8.30.
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Pictured left are two dolls brought in by
Beverley Chapman. Rosy the Cook and
Dolly the Housemaid.

When Beverley told me about them I thought
that you would enjoy hearing in her own
words how they came about.

Well done Beverley.

Rosy ‘The cook’ and Dolly ‘The housemaid’.
I decided that my dolls house family needed some servants, so I set about searching the Internet for ‘miniature
doll suppliers’. There are quite a lot of brilliant miniaturists on the ‘net’ but I wanted to dress my own people.
I came across a kit on e-bay and won the auction for under £5.00. This was my first attempt at an e-bay
purchase ( Paul usually does all that for me ). Anyway, I awaited with excitement for the postman to deliver
my ‘kit’. When it arrived, I opened the jiffy bag to find the head, arms and legs but no instructions as to ‘how
to assemble’ the doll! Oops!
At first I was disappointed, but armed with a cup of coffee and the aid of the Internet I spent the next hour
looking for assembly instructions. I found some lovely sites and then I came across ‘Cynthia Howe’.
http://cynthiahoweminiatures.com/shop/  This is a very informative web-site with free tutorials. I downloaded
the ‘how to’ instructions and printed off the pattern for the body sizes.
Then I set about making ‘Rosy’. I had also bought a bag of doll bits from Langdale Miniatures as brought in
to Club by Ann Griffin and and made ‘Dolly’. I chose pink for ‘Rosy’ and purple for ‘Dolly’ as these were
the colours worn by the servants at Shugborough Hall.
My doll house is now complete.    Beverley

Displays of Work

Pictured above - two displays by Lisa Hodge
Left - one scary magician’s table with a very strange collection of mysterious items and Right - one very
refined tea  trolley complete with delicacies made at the British Polymer Clay Guild Workshop earlier this
month. Well done, Lisa.



I am still endeavouring to keep my New Year’s Resolu-
tion and complete my long list of projects in progress -
this month’s submission for your interest is my cake shop

I managed to buy this small shop cabinet in our local
Oxfam shop for the princely sum of £2.50 and knew it
would be just perfect for displaying polymer clay cakes
that I had made in British Polymer Clay Guild workshops
and collected in a cake “swap”.

Less fattening centres as well!
     Gaynor
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Display of Work Contd.

From Jill Shorthose : Dating Game Fund Raiser.

I would like to thank the members of the Club who accepted the invitation to
my coffee morning on behalf of the RNLI on Friday 25th March. A total of
£209.00 has been raised. I shall be handing this over next month when we pay
a visit to the Horton and Port Eynon life boat station in the Gower, South
Wales.
Many thanks for your generosity.
Cheers - Gaynor

I hope our March birthday girls - Sarah Brander and Maureen Bonsall enjoyed their
special days. I know that Maureen missed Club as her family had bought her a holiday.

April is a good month for celebrations - with Mothering Sunday on the 3rd, Easter from
22nd - 25th, the Royal Wedding of HRH Prince William and Catherine Middleton on 28th
and in the Club - member Tina Stockdale celebrating her birthday on the 21st and Wendy

Celebrations

Beekes and I sharing a birthday on the 18th. (Makes you wonder if there were power cuts nine months before!)
Have a good month everyone, there has been far too much sad news lately.

We have had mail......
From the Stafford Dolls House Club
A coach has been booked for the Kensington Dolls House Fair visit on
Sunday 15th May 2011. We have pitched the price at £20 each (which will
include the cost of entry into the Fair) for 30 people which will break even
on a £580 cost. We have so far 22 of our own members going but it is a 52 seater coach. Obviously, when we
get over 30 people, the cost will decrease.
We wondered if any of the Lichfield miniaturists would be interested? The coach will leave Stafford at 8.00am
and return to Stafford by 8.00pm. If anyone is interested, perhaps they could phone me (01952 691231) or
e-mail me? Many thanks  Angela Davies

Dear Gaynor
Please say a quick thank you to members of the 1/12th Club for supporting the Woodard
Langalanga Secondary School Project by participating in the “dating game” at Club last meeting. They
raised £18.
So far,  I've raised enough to buy five roof sheets (£50) and a desk & chair (£20).  Many thanks,  Jill

From Gaynor Fryer : Coffee Morning
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Greetings Sister Minimakers.

At the recent AGM of the Whakatane Minimakers I was elected to the position of ‘Sister Club Correspondent’.
This is a new role for me and I know that you have been getting our club news letter and Gaynor would have
told you lots about Whakatane and what a beautiful place it is to live, but if you have any questions about our
area we would love to give you more information.

We are a group that has evolved over the past 10 years and been through many changes but have always relied
on the ‘willing few’ to carry the load. But this year we have a new president, secretary and treasurer and they
are busy tidying up loose ends. We had our first committee meeting on Monday and are currently working on
preparing a constitution for the club and formalizing a lot of the things that we “just did” before. It is an
exciting time for us all.

We have a very talented workshop coordinator in Frances Webb and she is slowly getting a few more of our
very talented members to run workshops. I even had a wee go last year and we made bowls from eggshells. I
had not realized just how much work goes into the preparation for a workshop. But I guess I am preaching to
the converted.

From Whakatane MiniMakers

Since reading the article by Shelly Norris in the September Dolls House and Miniature Scene issue 183,
Frances and Heather Neutrowski have really perfected this technique and are making some amazingly
beautiful things by creating shapes using wire and painting them with nail vanish.

Following their successful workshop at Convention they were invited to take a workshop at Hamilton, our
nearest fellow miniature club. This happened last weekend and was another great success for them. The
Hamilton club provided a workshop for the other people who went with Frances and Heather. So everyone
had a great time.

Our summer is slowly coming to an end and the heat is diminishing even slower, so roll on autumn even
though the leaves from miles around seem to end up in my back yard. As we live on the east coast it does not
get very cold in winter. As a rule people do not need to wear heavy coats and we have never had snow in the
borough in the 40years that I have lived here.

Until next time best wishes from Whakatane.     Lyn Cooper.
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Your Club Officials are listed below and are always available to you and keen that you will continue to support and
promote the club.

Honorary President  - Gaynor Fryer  Tel: 01543 264997 Email: gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net

Executive Committee
Chairman - Beryl Sweet   Tel : 01543 252358  Email: berill@talktalk.net

Vice Chairman - Dave Howe    Tel: 01543 574611 Email: dhowe50@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary

Treasurer   - Sarah Brander Tel: 0121 354 72981 Email: sarahbrander@msn.com

Programme Secretary - Lesley Troth  Tel: 01922 420792 Email: a_troth@sky.com

Committee members -  Maureen Bonsall Tel: 0121 355 3033 Email: bon93@btinternet.com
     - Lisa Hodge Tel: 0121783 2056 Email: hodge584@tiscali.co.uk

Other Posts
Raffle    - Lisa Hodge and Laurie Chapman.
Catering    -  Wendy Beekes
Birthday cards - Doreen Smith
Scrapbook -  Thelma Gould
Newsletter  - Gaynor Fryer

For Your Information

Date    Activity

20th April  Demonstration by Nicky Bott

18th May  Kim - Bunka Rugs

15th June  A little wooden project

20th July  That unfinished project (that we did not get to complete in January)

17th August  Hazel Dowd workshop – details of project(s) to follow.

21st September  AGM - Setting out of the market stalls for the Warner’s Fair (please bring along
   your market stalls – they will be looked after with kid gloves, I promise)

19th October  Templewood Miniatures workshop Cold Porcelain Forest scene

16th November  Christmas Round Table

21st December  Christmas Party

The 1/12th Club

Lichfield & District Dolls House & Miniaturists Club

Calendar of Events 2011


