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June meeting
This months meeting was such a busy one with lots to
see and do. It is good to have a variety of things
happening and to meet new people with different ideas
and projects to think about.
I’m sorry the newsletter is a bit late this month but we
have been on holiday to the Channel Islands. Whilst on
Guernsey we visited a craft shop called ‘Craft Wise’ at
Oatlands Village which used to have a large Dolls House
Museum. Sadly a lot of the collection has been sold to
make way for more craft stock in the shop. It was worth
a visit however and my purse was lighter when we left!
If you come across any good craft shops on your travels
do let us know where they are as members may wish to
visit them too.
I also completed the Bride and Groom which I made for
a lady who was making a wedding scene in a gazebo. I
was very pleased with my first attempt. Thanks to
Maureen for the loan of the dress pattern.

Apologies were received from Jill, Pat, June & Dave,
Ann and Beryl. Hope those on holiday have a good
time.
Everyone who was taking part in the WW1
competition had brought their contributions along so
we could set up the whole project for the magazine
photo-shoot. Paul brought some special lights to set
the scene and spent the evening taking the photos
and video.
Lisa’s friend Karen came along to see the display.
She had been very helpful to the club in providing
books, pictures and information about World War 1.
It was also nice to catch up with Sarah Brander and
Liz Ford who came along to see us.
Later in the evening we had a visit from ‘Wildlife
Kate’ (Kate McRae) who came along to discuss with
us a special project she has in mind and thought we
could help. An idea of combining miniatures and
wildlife. This should be a very interesting project for
members who would like to be involved. The ideas
that came forward from the group included a picnic
table, a kitchen, retro diner, shop, kitchen sink, sofa
and more. Gaynor has written a more in depth report
for us, see page 3.
On stage, Ann’s friend Barbara sent along some wood
offcuts, books, videos etc as she’d had a clear out
and these were sold for a small sum.
Lisa provided some lovely cakes to have with our tea
and coffee. She made them to say thank you to
everyone for the great work on the competition entry.
Thank you Lisa.
The raffle raised £10 this month and the winners
were Kim and Liz.
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‘Wildlife Kate’

Next meeting July 16th.
Lisa will be showing us how to make a tapestry travel bag.
You will need your normal work box with glue, scissors and a ruler.

Dates for your diary.
A polymer clay workshop is being held at Curborough Farm Craft & Antiques Centre,

Watery Lane, Lichfield on July 5th price £25-£30.

York Dolls House Fair is on 23rd November at York Race Course
Stafford Dolls House Fair is September 7th at the County Showground.
Miniatura 20-21st September at the NEC

World War 1 Project

Although the project is complete we are not showing any detail until the competition closes!

www.LichfieldDollsHouseClub.org.uk

A Visit from Wildlife Kate
In last month’s newsletter Beverley informed us of an email she had received from Kate MacRae, a very keen naturalist living here
in Lichfield and who has featured on the BBC’s Springwatch and Autumnwatch for the last three years.
Kate has lots of live cameras in her garden filming the local wildlife and sharing it with people all over the world. Recently she came
across a project online by Norwegian broadcaster NRK who have created some amazing scenes for wildlife that have been really
popular! You can see what excited them here –
Website http://www.nrk.no/piipshow/about-the-piip-show-1.11575642
When she passed on the details to the BBC they were very taken with it and did a piece about it on the show. Springwatch and Kate
are very keen to set up a version here in the UK in her garden.
Now it was at this stage that Kate realised that despite having loads of ideas, she simply did not know where to start in creating such
scenes …. and so turned to the trusty internet for help and found us!
Beverley invited her to join us at the May meeting and talk about her work, her plans and how we might help her.
Kate explained she was hoping to create a “box” scene for the different mammals and birds that visit her garden to feed, the interiors
being decorated with a food theme – as pictured on the Norwegian website.
Kate also brought with her mock-up wooden boxes as examples of the feeding stations she planned to equip with cameras or us to
see and then invited us to participate!
Several members present were very keen to be part of this project and I think it was very fortuitous that we had just completed our
WW1 project!
Kate left a sample wooden box with Bob Bonsall for use as a template. Bob will be making up some samples with the hard core
board in order that any of us who wish to participate can collect one at our next meeting. This first sample is for attracting mice and
other small rodents.
You are invited to make a “mock – up” scene within Bob’s sample box. The designs will all reviewed by Kate and attached up to
see how they would look on camera. Any technical problems can then be sorted at this stage before Kate provides us with a wooden
box to make up ready for placement in her garden. There is no limit on the number that she is prepared to have.
So do give this some thought and perhaps we shall see your work on the telly before too long.
Gaynor.

Picture from the Norwegian website

One of my mouse people dressed up as Mrs Bridges.
The good thing is the real mice are “life size” and
the 1/12th. scale items are just right!

