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April meeting
I hope you all had a lovely Easter. I was wearing my
other hat, fund-raising for the Canal Trust. This often
gives me ideas for future projects but there is never
enough time to make things!
It was nice to see Gaynor’s safe return from her travels
to Norway and to visit her friend Signe Alvarstein, who
is an artisan miniaturist. She kindly sent the club a
present of 12th scale china and glass items which Gaynor
has distributed amongst the members. She now
concentrates on 1/48th scale items which you can buy
from her web site www.etsy.com/uk/shop/signea
I think a thank-you card signed by all of us would be
nice.
I did enjoy this months project from Kim and I am
looking forward to making a silicone mold with Gaynor
and Pat in the next couple of months.
With my other hat on, as members of the NWR, Jill & I
presented an evening of miniature flower making,
passing on some of what we have learnt from the club.
They all enjoyed it and want to do it again - but not yet.
They said it needed too much concentration!

The ladies of the National Womens Register (Lichfield branch)
making pots of daisies. Helen (in white) is going to join our club soon
when she retires.
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Apologies from Olivia and Jill.
The evening was led by Kim who showed us how to
make a shopping bag on wheels. The wheels came
a toy skate board and the handle came from a child’s
pop-up game. We were all pleased with results and
I loved the stripey fabric! Thank you Kim.
For the May meeting we will be making silicone molds
with Gaynor and in June we will be using our molds
with Pat. Make sure you read Gaynors notes on the
next pages and order your kits asap if you wish to
take part.
We have acquired another cupboard at the hall which
will be a big help for us to store things at the
club-house. Paul has put a couple of shelves in it and
a new lock on the door.
The raffle was won by Gaynor and Karen.

Don’t you all just love April? It really is my favourite month. I have celebrated Easter with my Easter decorations, cards and
traditional foods – hot cross buns, biscuits, Simnel cake, fresh eggs and fish, Pascal roast lamb and lots and lots of chocolate! It is
a bit like Christmas but less stressful.
The weather has been kind and on top of that it was my birthday. In the past when asked what I would like for my birthday I have
requested lily bulbs for my garden or Really Useful Boxes – they are so varied in size and so “really useful”. This year I suggested
Petite Property furniture kits - and friends and family have showered me with wonderful cards and kits – hurrah! I am truly grateful!
I will take this opportunity to thank you all for my club card courtesy of Doreen Smith. Keep up the good work Doreen!
So – I have actually made a start on my first quarter scale cottage. This is the Old Post Office kit that I received for subscribing to
Dolls House & Miniature Scene magazine. It is a little smaller than my club kit – Honeysuckle Cottage, and I thought I would
build up to that. I am progressing happily and hope to be well on the way by next club night!

Next Meeting - May 20th
For our practical session on May 20th we shall be making moulds out of a 2 part silicone mix. A sample will be provided and
hopefully everyone will make a leaf veining mould for impressing into slices of a polymer clay lettuce cane that we will be making
with Pat Goodall-MacIntosh for our June Club practical session. If you already have a leaf veiner you can choose to make ceiling
rose moulds instead – in 1/12th, half or quarter scale. The pack of silicone mix is very expensive and so it is very important that
we know exactly how many members will be requiring a kit in order to purchase the correct amount. If we have sufficient quantities
you will be able to make both veiners and ceiling roses.
Some of you may have already experimented with and have your own stock of silicone mix and we would appreciate it if you do
not need to order a kit. You will already know how useful this medium can be for making all sorts of things – including dolls.
For those of you that have never experienced using this medium before – and have no supply of your own but plan on being at club
next month PLEASE order a kit by emailing me as soon as possible. You are going to love this session …..
PLEASE REMEMBER …….. NO ORDER – NO KIT – NO EXCEPTIONS!

Email: gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net

Glassware by Signe Alvarstein, who is an artisan
miniaturist.
She now concentrates on 1/48th scale items which
you can view and buy from her web site
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/signea

1/48th scale Hen shaped egg-basket. I’ve ordered
one for my cottage.
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Next Meeting May 20th
Practical Session - Silicone Mix Mould Making
Our practical session for May can be described as part 1 of a two part session which will be completed in June,
when Pat Goodall MacIntosh will be instructing us on making a “salad”. As we only have a limited amount of time
for our club night practical sessions Pat will come up with some innovative ways ( including tricks/cheats, ) for
producing a wonderful mini meal! More about this in our next Club newsletter!
For this month’s session you will need:
Silicone mix – so if you do not have any - ORDER YOUR KIT from Gaynor, by email now!
Email: gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net
A clean sheet of A4 paper and a small ceramic tile to work on.
A small roller of silicone, glass or metal is useful and a definite staple tool for your kit.
Wet wipes
Some polymer clay will be provided but do bring along your own supplies if you have them.

FOR THE ADVENTUROUS MINIATURIST
On line there is a recipe/video clip available for making your own silicone mould mix from DIY silicone sealant
together with cornflour. I have never tried this – but you may wish to have a go? Just type DIY silicone moulds
into your favourite search engine.

Dates for your diary.

June 7th

York Dolls House Fair

October 3rd & 4th

Miniatura at the NEC
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A Day Out - Pendon Museum
Pendon Museum near Oxford recaptures scenes showing the beauty of the English countryside as it
was in the 20s and 30s. Although it is primarily a model railway the quality and extent of the landscape
modelling has to be seen to be believed. An on-going project for many years, the oldest model (the pub
below) is 90 years old built at a time when modern materials were not available. The hair of Chinese
girls was found to be best for the thatch but it has since been re-thatched. And all this is in a scale of
4mm to 1 foot, so a man is just 1 inch tall!
www.pendonmuseum.com
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