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Christmas time is here again, where did the past year
disappear to? This year has seen the club venture into 1/48th
scale projects with a selection of ‘Petite Properties’ cottage
kits. Members brought them along to show at the September
meeting and it was amazing how different everyone’s
interpretation was. It was nice to see the different ideas.
Thanks to everyone who led a club evening. We are lucky to
have such talented people as members of our club and that
they are willing to share their expertise. We enjoyed a wide
variety of makes and I hope we can continue with more next
year.
In late September the club displayed the World War I project
at the Huddlesford Heritage Gathering. We had some lovely
comments from visitors, including our local MP, who were
impressed with our work. It was good to see it on display again.
Christmas cards and gifts have been received from our sister
clubs in Canada and New Zealand. Thank you for putting these
together for us to enjoy.
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and look forward
to seeing you all in the new year.

The January meeting will start with a short planning session
to discuss the coming year, then we will make up our Club
Christmas gift kits.
Print out a registration form if at all possible and bring it
along. One is included in the email with this newsletter or on
the website.
The annual subscription of £12, plus the evening fee of
£2 will be collected. Please help the treasurer by having the
right money. Also bring a prize for the raffle, minimum
value around £5 please, so that we can have a really
enticing raffle each month.
Dates for your Diary:
9th January MM Dolls House Fair, The Benn Hall
Newbold Rd., Rugby CV21 2LN
10th January Stafford Dolls House Fair at the Showground
ST18 OBD

Jackie Bowcott is featured in the latest issue of Dolls House and
Miniature Scene.
“One of the most enjoyable aspects of a hobby is where it takes me. My
miniature hobby recently took me back to my roots – the potteries in Stoke
on Trent. My maiden name is Wedgwood and during a ‘bored’ moment
earlier this year I typed my name into Google. One of the websites which
appeared looked interesting and enabled me to trace my family back to
Gilbert Wedgwood, born in 1588. It turned out that Gilbert was the first
Wedgwood to be referred to as a master potter, he had married Margaret
Burslem and through her had inherited a significant amount of land and a
small pottery. Gilbert was my grandfather nine times back and was the great
great grandfather of Josiah Wedgwood. His eldest son Thomas is where
Josiah’s direct line is from. My direct line is from another son, Aaron.

Earlier this year DHMS published an article on Wedgwood and mentioned that Jon French, master potter at the Wedgwood museum in Burslem,
had made some miniature pots for his daughter’s dolls house one of which they intended to offer as a prize in a raffle. Just on a whim I sent a
letter off to DHMS complimenting the article. My letter was forwarded on to Wedgwood who thought the story would be good social media so
invited me to meet Jon French and to make a pot myself.
I did go in October and had a great day, I have always fancied having a try on a real potters wheel, it was a pleasure to meet Jon French. We had
a tour of the factory and the museum itself was fantastic and a real eye opener, I had not appreciated what a wide variety of items Wedgwood
had created over time. As a day out I would highly recommend a visit.” www.wedgwoodmuseum.org.uk
Jackie

Christmas Dinner at
The Hedgehog
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On December 9th a group of us met up for Christmas Dinner at the Hedgehog pub. A nice evening was had by all, and we were
pleased that past club member Lawrie Chapman could join us. Thanks to Gaynor for arranging a lovely evening out.
Gaynor also introduced a new mini-Oscar for the ‘Member of the Year’. Embarrassingly it was won by Paul and myself! Your
turn next year…

Cards from our sister clubs

“Dear sister club
As you know, our president Carol Shore passed away this year. We used the idea of our gifts and some of
the supplies which had left for us. So - we send our wee gifts in memory of Carol.
We hope you have an enjoyable holiday and wish you all the best in the New Year.
Luv from across the ocean Small Endeavours Miniature Club”

