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March meeting
Apologies from Jill, Maureen & Bob, Tina and Pat.
Let me start by wishing you all a Happy Easter and hope
you have been indulging in hot cross buns and chocolate
eggs. But not too naughty!
I received an email from Tracey Spilsbury who is
organising the Dolls House Fair at Bantock House
Museum, Wolverhampton on Sunday April 24th. 11.00
to 4.00. She has offered the club a free place to display
our work. I think it will be good to show off the WW1
project once again before we display it in the Lichfield
Museum for the summer. Paul and I will take it over and
set it up but would appreciate some support from
members during the day.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to lead an
evening of ‘makes’. The program list was sent around
and we now have a full itinerary for the coming year.
Ideas are still needed so we can plan for next year in
advance.

We welcomed a new member Julie Manser, new to
the hobby. We hope she can learn a lot from us.
There was a change from the planned evening
because sadly Pat was not well and couldn't come to
teach us how to make our Easter Bunnies and eggs.
We hope Pat is now well and we can do this at a later
date.
Gaynor stepped in and instead taught us how to make
flowers and plants using fine wire and nail polish,
which kept us all busy (and quiet). The result was
so pleasing that we have asked Gaynor to do some
more and she has offered to make tulips and irises
in April. More on this on page 2.
Thanks Gaynor for helping us out at short notice.

Our new members may be unaware of Miniatura at the
NEC (April 2/3rd) which is a showcase of amazing talent
plus the opportunity to buy from a massive range of
items. I may see you there!

Happy Birth
day Wishes
to
Gaynor and T
ina with
birthdays in
April

Flowers by Bev, vase by Chanel (top of a
perfume bottle)
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From your Hon. President
April 2016

Hi All
I hope you have enjoyed the Easter Holiday – in spite of the weather!
I must admit that I am delighted now the clocks have “sprung
forward” and I do enjoy the lighter evenings. It will be good
travelling to club in daylight from now on.
“But, Mousie, thou art no thy lane [you aren't alone]
In proving foresight may be vain:
The best laid schemes o' mice an' men
Gang aft a-gley, [often go awry]
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,
For promised joy.”
From Robert Burns' poem To a Mouse…..
The best laid schemes of mice and men – Pat and I thought we had
it all arranged – our February practical session all planned, tested,
samples and moulds made -but it just shows that life is going on
whilst we make our plans. Pat was very sorry and felt she was letting
us down when she was unable to get to Club last month – I have
reassured her that we all completely understood the situation, you
can’t help being ill and that we would look forward to doing the
planned workshop on another evening. We’ll not waste all that time
and effort even if Easter is over for another year!
I was very concerned to come up with something we could do at
such short notice instead and hoped that the copper wire and nail
varnish flowers would fit the bill. I was taught how to do these
flowers by Frances Webb from our New Zealand Whakatane sister
club. After spending some time in Whakatane, John and I were due
to leave for several weeks of touring other regions of New Zealand

and Frances put together a small craft box of materials as
“homework” for me to on evenings in our motel! To be honest I
didn’t really come to grip with making the flowers until after my
return to the UK.
I started in the same way I showed you all – getting used to the wire
and wrapping and twisting first the leaves in all shapes and sizes and
then the sheer satisfaction of stroking my nail polish across the wires
and the sheer joy when a leaf was formed. I have spent a long time
building up my collection of green nail polish – it was lucky green
was fashionable in nail art at this time.
Practice makes perfect and having mastered the leaves it was time
to start on the flowers - the simple daisy. I hope that you all continued
to practice making the daisy for your homework and as all the more
“advanced” flowers are based on this simple premise I am happy to
teach tulips and iris for our practical session in April as you
requested.
If you plan on mastering this craft yourself it would be well to add
wire cutters and different sizes of “forms” for wrapping with wire –
amongst my collection I have cocktail sticks, kebab sticks, lolly
sticks, darning and upholstery needles, assorted cable needles and
dowelling – including pencils. Each will produce petals of differing
sizes and cover a whole range of different flowers.
It goes without saying that you can also collect all the lovely colours
of nail polish you fancy also. Market stalls and pound shops are a
great source of colours.
For those of you that achieve thus far - I am prepared to come to
more arrangements for making daffodils and lillies.
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Needle Felt Workshop
As discussed at our last meetings, I am very taken with the idea of attending
a needle felting workshop. At the end of last year I discovered Sophie
Wheately – who used to live in Lichfield but has now sadly moved to
Somerset. This is her website http://www.feltandbeautiful.co.uk
If you think you might be interested in learning this new craft please have a
good look at her website and also add “images needle felted animals” into
google or pintrest.
Sophie’s workshops in Hatton Warks are £65 but she will do a guest workshop
here in Lichfield for a maximum of 6 which would cost us a subsidised £34.
We would hope to hold the workshop on either Thursday May 19th or July
20th in Lichfield.
If you would seriously like to book one of the 6 places please get in touch
with me as soon as possible at gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net
See you on April 20th.

Gaynor
Have a look at Sophie’s website
‘All things felt and beautiful’

Dates for your diary
April 2nd & 3rd

Miniatura at the NEC

April 16th

Pudsey Civic Hall, Pudsey, Leeds

April 24th

Bantock Dolls House Fair, Bantock House, Wolverhampton, WV3 9LQ

June 12th

The Imperial Rooms, Imperial Road, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3NL

April to November

Dolls House Collection Hoghton Tower, Preston PR5 0SH
Historic house & gardens and 27 piece antique Dolls House Collection

Next Meeting

Future Meetings

April 20th.

May 18th

Personalised mugs with Gaynor

Tulips and Irises with Gaynor. Carrying on from
last month’s introduction to wire flowers and
plants.

June 15th

Wedding themed project with Kim

July 20th

A lighting evening with J.L Electrics

Bring wire cutters, tweezers, forms for
wrapping wire around eg. Cocktail sticks, lolly
sticks, darning needles, cable needles, dowling
etc, anything leaf shaped, plus a collection of
nail polish in greens etc. We can provide the
wire.

Aug 17th

Triple screen with Thelma

Sept 21st

Polymer Clay project with Pat

Oct 19th

Mini patchwork with Ann

Nov 16th

Dry-stone walls from egg cartons with Karen

Dec 21st

No meeting - Christmas dinner
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2016

‘The Outhouse’ for Grandma’s cottage
In 1/48th scale By Beryl Sweet - See March 2015
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