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June meeting

It sounds like I missed a very interesting session this
month while I was away in an old beach house in Norfolk.
I would like to thank Gaynor and Ann for taking over and
to Kim for producing the kits and taking the evening. I
am looking forward to making up my kit.
Next month we have a special evening when Jennifer
Smith of J.S. Miniatures will be coming down from
Manchester to show us the latest techniques in miniature
lighting, in 12th to 48th scale. It is open to friends and
other clubs - the more the merrier. The charge for guests
is just £3, please try and get people to come.
You will be able to buy kits on the evening, and if you
have have any special requirements please let Ann Griffin
know and she will contact Jennifer.

For our June meeting Kim had prepared kits for us
with a June bridal theme. Sadly there were just the
four members to enjoy this session but - enjoy it we
did.
Those of you that ordered a kit from Kim as you were
unable to attend will be able to collect it at the July
meeting for the usual £1 fee.
Being so few in number Kim was able to take things
slowly and be available to give us all a lot of
attention. She had put together a very pretty little
kit and aspects of it will be useful in more than just
a bridal scene.
With the materials available in the kit I know that
Thelma has since made a whole stack of bibles in a
variety of sizes and I have teased her that all her
bedroom scenes will now have a “Thelma” bible
instead of the usual “Gideon” version!
Whilst our white and something blue garters are very
bridal we can now try out red and black lace and
make garters for an entirely different scene!
It was great fun, a very relaxed evening and our
grateful thanks to Kim for her continued efforts on
our behalf.

Gaynor

These were made by Ann

Ann is guided by Kim
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These are Kim’s examples…

… and this is Gaynor’s version

More items made by Ann

Next Meeting

Future Meetings

2016

July 20th
J.S. Miniatures are coming down from Manchester
to show us the latest techniques in miniature
lighting, in 12th to 48th scale. It is open to friends
and other clubs - the more the merrier. The charge
for guests is £3, members free.
You will be able to buy kits on the evening, and if
you have have any special requirements please let
Ann Griffin know and she will contact J.L.

Aug 17th

Triple screen with Thelma

Sept 21st

Polymer Clay project with Pat

Oct 19th

Mini patchwork with Ann

Nov 16th

Dry-stone walls from egg cartons with Karen

Dec 21st

No meeting - Christmas dinner
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WW1 Project On Display

Our World War 1 project is now on
display in Lichfield at the St.Marys
Centre Museum. It will be on display
until August 6th.
The Museum tells the story of 2000
years of Lichfield’s history and features
a varied mix of displays, exhibitions,
and video presentations to take visitors
on a journey through time.
Entry to the Museum is FREE.

Website http://stmaryslichfield.co.uk

Visit to Kensington Dolls House Festival
The Stafford Dolls House Club is hoping to arrange a visit to Kensington Dolls House
Festival on Saturday 3rd. December 2016 and we have been asked if anyone from our
Club would like to join them. If you are interested please let Gaynor know.
The cost of the coach would be £15 plus the cost of the Kensington Show entrance.
See their website at http://www.dollshousefestival.com/index.php

Dates for your diary
April to November

Dolls House Collection Hoghton Tower, Preston PR5 0SH
Historic house & gardens and 27 piece antique Dolls House Collection

September 4th.

Stafford Dolls House Fair, County Showground, ST18 0BD

October 1st & 2nd. Miniatura, NEC, Birmingham
December 3rd.

Kensington Dolls House Festival, Kensington Town Hall, Hornton Street
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From your Hon. President
Hi All
I have left my comfy chair front row seat for the Wimbledon Championships as rain has stopped play and am typing as fast as I can in order
to be back for play when the Centre Court roof has closed and play recommenced!
We were only five members present at Club night in June. I have never known so few numbers at a meeting – but I can only say we had a
great time. The ratio for tuition was obviously very helpful and we enjoyed the workshop Kim had prepared for us. There was even time for
fun and games – with Thelma playing “Hide the cushion”! (see photo)
We hope you will be able to join us for our Guest Workshop at our next meeting – with JL Electrics teaching Dolls House Lighting.
See you there.

Gaynor

gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net

This months caption competition…

Needle felting Workshop
Despite vowing to not take on any more hobbies I finally
gave in and had to have a go at needle felting. For those
of you that do not see the attraction – DO NOT GO TO
THE INTERNET – DO NOT “Google” images needle felted
animals, DO NOT visit Pinterest – it is fatal!
Club members Kim Woodcock and Ann Griffin have had
“a go” needle felting themselves, producing very
creditable work but I did not give in to temptation - until
I found a workshop advertised by Sophie Wheatley here
in Lichfield last year, BUT by the time I got “a round tuit”
Sophie had moved to Somerset.
On a visit to her website I discovered Sophie was holding
day workshops at her Mother’s home in Hatton Warks.
and there is nothing I enjoy more than a good day out
learning something new so I managed to “seduce” Pat
Goodall MacIntosh into joining me and we planned our
weekend treat. This was part of our “girly get togethers”
whilst John joined my son and daughter for week end trips
to the Continent!
We started the weekend by booking into a local pub in
the village of Hatton on the Friday night. We had a superb
Gaynor’s felted mouse
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dinner in their restaurant and by booking bed and
breakfast meant we had a good night’s sleep and were
fresh and energised for our day out.
Sophie and her mother were exceedingly welcoming at
the garden studio within the grounds of a pretty cottage
garden delightfully decorated to inspire creativity. The
price of the workshop includes all materials and a delicious
homemade light lunch, with refreshments available all
day. Sophie’s Mum is an excellent cook and on arrival we
were greeted with morning tea or coffee and something
yummy to start the day off with – having had a full English
at the pub I declined the wonderful chocolatey tasty treats!
There was only one other lady, Jane, joining us, Sophie
does restrict numbers to a maximum of six to ensure a
good ratio for teaching and personal attention.
And so to work ….. It was rather daunting at first but as
the day progressed we became increasingly confident and
good enough to know that we weren’t very good really
but stood a chance of producing something to take home!
A vegetarian seasonal lunch comprising of a main course
and dessert was served and fresh local strawberries
featured heavily in the choice of deserts including a perfect
Pavlova!
All in all it really was a wonderful day out and a super
indulgent experience which I highly recommend if you are
due a treat!

Jane and her robin

I have come home with a whole starter kit and great plans
for producing more needle felted animals any time
now………….

Pat and Sophie

Sophie Wheatly
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