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January meeting
With Christmas a distant memory and the winter
blues in full swing we miniaturists are fortunate as
we can loose ourselves in our fantasy worlds!

There were eight of us present for our first
meeting of the new year. Pat and Julie will be
rejoining us soon.

It was nice to meet up again since the last
meeting I attended was in October when we made
the books. I now have quite a library!

We did some work on our UFO’s and had a
good discussion about the future of the club
and suggestions for future evenings. Ideas
included baskets, walnuts, fairies and elves,
and furniture.

I was unable to go to the Stafford Dolls House Fair
this time but there is a model railway show there
on 3rd/4th so we may go to that. There are a lot
of modelling materials in common. Petite
Properties will be there too with tiny 148th scale
versions of their larger cottages.

Our present from the Club was given out which
was a wooden arched door so Gaynor
suggested our project for this year would be
‘Fairy doors’. Thinking caps on!

For Christmas our son bought us both a Modelling
Workshop with David Wright so we are looking
forward to learning some new techniques.

Gaynor received presents from our sister clubs
which she distributed to us. Thank you all for
such lovely items.
We have had some nice raffle prizes donated
too.
Kim and Beverley brought items for the show &
tell table - pictures on page 3 & 4.
Next month we are making baskets with Ann.
Please let Ann know if you want a kit.

Lovely Christmas gifts from our sister clubs in Canada and New Zealand
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From your Hon. President
January 2018
Dear Fellow Members
It is now twenty years since I first wrote an open invitation to fellow miniaturists to participate in setting up a Miniatures
Club in Lichfield. Little did I know what I was starting and how enriched and enlivened my life would become. I have
had so many adventures throughout the world, met such talented and interesting people, learnt so much and best of all
made such friends. I have had a charmed life!
At this stage of my life I am hoping to be able to relax and enjoy my hobby without the pressure of stress and deadlines.
I have accepted that I will not complete all those UFO’s and that I must declutter and downsize and that is not just from
one twelfth to one forty eighth scale projects! I do plan to work at my own pace and I look forward to spending quality
time each month with you all - enjoying the company and fellowship of likeminded colleagues.
At Club night in January eight members renewed their membership. Hopefully Pat G-M and Julie will renew theirs when
they next attend and at least we will be in double figures!
Gifts from our sister clubs were distributed and enjoyed. The “Elf on the shelf” concept is not fully accepted in the UK
yet BUT from the toys and accessories about Elf available in our shops this past Festive Season, it would appear to
becoming part of our traditional Christmas customs rapidly. We have time to ponder on this for next Christmas.
Our sisters in Canada made delicious looking slices for us – and although looking somewhat like our Millionaire
shortbread they have sent us the recipe also if anyone would like to try the real thing!
Our Whakatane sisters made amazing jewelled tree sculptures and I think it was just as well we didn’t get to have the
opportunity to select which one we wanted – how could you choose!
It is with some sadness that I insert here and now – that for the foreseeable future we will no longer make individual
gifts for all our sisters in New Zealand and Canada BUT – we will send something that can be raffled off each Christmas
to continue the giving and sharing of gifts at that special time of year.
Whilst talking of gifts – PLEASE remember to provide your club raffle prize for this year if you have not already done
so.

After my little pep talk with the distribution of fairy doors from the club I do so hope you will all participate
in something we can call the Club 2018 project! I hope you have had your
thinking caps on.
See you all on our next Club night Wednesday 21st February, when Ann
Griffin will be taking the practical session.
Gaynor
Tel. 01543 264997

gaynor.fryer@talktalk.net
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Kim made the tower from a ‘Vanish’ container and
the toadstool was made from a ‘Pringles’ box
covered in felt. The little toadstool was made from a
bottle cap. The rest was made from scraps - beads,
pipe cleaners, card, felt etc.

Teacup Cottage in 1/48 by Beverley
It might have taken a while but I am
pleased with the result.

Dates for your diary
February 3/4th.

Stafford Model Railway Show
County Showground
ST18 0BD

March 24/25th.

Miniatura - 70th Show
NEC Birmingham

Next Meeting:

February 21st. 2018

We will be making baskets with Ann Griffin.
You will need a sharp craft knife or sharp small scissors, a metal ruler and glue.
Please let Ann know if you want a kit.
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